266.   SPEECH AT WOMEN'S MEETING, ROME*

[December 13,

The beauty of non-violent war is that women can play  the
same part in it as men.   In a violent war the women have no such
part in it as men.   In a violent war the women have no such privi-
lege  and the Indian women played a more effective part in  our
latt non-violent war than men. The reason is simple.   Non-violent
war calls into play suffering to the largest extent, and who can
suffer more purely and nobly than women?   The women m India
tore down the purdah and came forward to work for the nation.
They saw that the country demanded something more than their
looking after their homes.    They manufactured contraband salt,
they picketed foreign-cloth shops and liquor shops, and tried to wean
both the seller and the customer from both.   At late hours m the
niffht  they pursued the drunkards to their dens with courage and
chanty in their hearts.   They marched to jails and they sustained
lathi blows as few men did.   If the women of the West will try to
vie with men in becoming brutes, they have no lesson to learn from
the women of India.   They will have to cease to take delight m
sending their husbands and sons to kill people and   congratulate
them on their valour.
Young India, 14-1-1932

267.   LETTER TO BRISCOE

December 14, 1931

DEAR MR.  BRISGOE,

I have read your letter to Devdas. I was sorry not to have been
able to visit Ireland and to see Mr. De Valera. I had looked
forward to that visit but a peremptory call from India made it im-
possible.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's "Letter from Europe"

2 From a reference w "Diary, 1931"
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